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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The ‘Children’s Theatre’ is part of the new development at Darling (Walk) Quarter and is located 
outside the basement footprint to the northwest.  It is located within the archaeological zone Area 
8 that is based on historic property boundaries and street alignments.  The Children’s Theatre (Area 
8 CT) was located on the corner of former Barker and Steam Mill Streets.  This area was subject to 
various stages of development from the 1830s onward.  Immediately prior to the current 
development and archaeological program, a two-storey games complex, SegaWorld, existed on the 
site 
 
The key development phases in Area 8 Children’s Theatre are: 

 1830s reclamation 

 1837-1842 housing 

 1842-1856 extensions  

 1921-1939 commercial redevelopment 

 1986 redevelopment 
 
The archaeological excavation of the area was undertaken in February 2009.  This involved the 
machine excavation of a pit that exposed a 12m x 11m area of pre-1986 levels.  This was followed 
by the manual excavation of the area.  Some of the more substantial archaeological features 
excavated and recorded include: 

 1830s reclamation 

 Footings for 1837-1842 housing at No12 Barker Street and parts of Nos 10 and 14 

 Footings for 1842-1856 extensions to these structures 

 Part of the south wall of the 1921-1939 commercial redevelopment 
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 Introduction 1.0
 

1.1 Background 
Casey & Lowe Pty Ltd were commissioned by Lend Lease Development in 2008 to write an 
Archaeological Assessment and an Archaeological Management Strategy & Research Design for a 
then proposed redevelopment of Darling Walk, Darling Harbour, Sydney.  The development was 
classified a ‘major project’ and was determined under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act.  The Archaeological Assessment identified potential archaeological remains within 
the site and also assessed their heritage significance.  The Darling Walk archaeological sites were 
considered to be of both local and State heritage significance.  The reports also proposed a 
mitigation strategy for the archaeological resource, outlining in detail, responses to the 
development impacts.  It was recommended that salvage excavation of archaeological remains 
within the basement footprint be undertaken.  Outside the basement, testing and monitoring be 
carried out in areas of impact.  Lend Lease commissioned Casey & Lowe to direct this program of 
archaeological investigations, and work began in October 2008. 
 
 

1.2 Study Area 
The Darling Walk development site is located within the Darling Harbour precinct, on the western 
edge of Sydney Central Business District.  It is located on the eastern side of the harbour and is 
bound by Harbour Street to the east, Bathurst Street to the north, Liverpool Street/Chinese Gardens 
to the south and Tumbalong Park to the west.   
 
Originally most of the site was below the high water mark.  Reclamation work began in the late 
1830s when the harbour developed as a predominantly industrial area.  The consolidation and 
alterations to the harbour shoreline continued throughout the nineteenth century.  Major 
redevelopments also occurred in the twentieth century, the last phase being in the 1980s when the 
Darling Harbour precinct was constructed and the nature and function of the area changed from 
industrial to leisure, entertainment with some retail and commercial.   
 
The Darling Walk site was divided into 9 Areas based on historic lot boundaries, industries and 
streets.   

 Area 1 – Grose’s Wharf 

 Area 2 – William Orr Engineering Workshops 

 Area 3 – Anchor Flour Mills 

 Area 4 – PN Russell Foundry 

 Area 5 – PN Russell Railway Carriage Workshops and Boiler House 

 Area 6 – Barker’s Jetty, Brodie & Craig’s Timber Yard 

 Area 7 – Brook’s Slaughter House, Murphy’s Wharfage, Soap and Candle Manufactory 

 Area 8 – Worker’s Housing 

 Area 8 CT – Worker’s Housing 

 Area 9 – Barker’s Mill Yard and Pond 
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1.3 Excavation Areas 
The basement footprint of the new development impacted on 5 of these areas: 

 Area 5 – 1870s Boiler House associated with PN Russell foundry 

 Area 6 – 1820s Barker’s jetty and subsequent reclamation work 

 Area 7 – 1850s reclamation, Murphy’s wharfage and cottage 

 Area 8 – 1840s reclamation and workers housing 

 Area 9 – 1820s Barker’s mill yard and mill pond, and later industrial development 
 
This trench report relates to the archaeological investigations in the ‘Children’s Theatre’ portion of 
Area 8, which is located outside the basement footprint to the northwest. 
 
 

1.4 Archaeological Phases 
The study area has been divided into 10 main archaeological phases:  

 Phase 1  Natural Landscape 

 Phase 2  Aboriginal Occupation 

 Phase 3  1788 to 1820s Early Foreshore Activity and Property Boundaries 

 Phase 4  1820s to late 1830s Barker’s Mill and Lands 

 Phase 5  Late 1830s/Early 1840s Reclamation 

 Phase 6  1840s to 1860s Residential, Industrial Development and Reclamation 

 Phase 7  1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial Development 

 Phase 8  1900s to 1920 Resumption and Railways 

 Phase 9  1920s to 1980s Railways and Commercial Development 

 Phase 10 1980s Demolition and Re-Development 
 
The main archaeological phases were divided into sub-phases dependant on Area.  The sub-phases 
for Area 8 CT are as follows; 

 Phase 6.1 Pre 1842 Construction 

 Phase 6.2 1842-1856 Development 

 Phase 7.1 Pre 1880 Occupation 

 Phase 7.2 Post 1880 Development 

 Phase 9.1 Pre 1939 Redevelopment 

 Phase 9.2 Post Redevelopment Streetworks 
 
 

1.5 Limitations 
This trench report is based on data and information recorded during the archaeological salvage 
excavation, the initial historical research and historic plans.  As the artefact catalogue was not 
available at the time of writing, the archaeological phases forming the framework for this report 
have been deduced from a combination of the site archive and available historical information only.   
 
 

1.6 Authorship 
This report has been written by Nicholas Harrop, Supervisor of Area 8 CT.  The report is based on 
the excavation and recording undertaken by the author and excavation team; Darran Jordan, 
Richard Burchfield, Ronan McEleney and Beau Spry.  Sections 1, 2 and 3 of this trench report, with 
the exception of Area-specific information, have been written by Abi Cryerhall, who also reviewed 
this report. 
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1.7 Common Abbreviations 
AHD Australian Height Datum 
NLA National Library of Australia 
RL Reduced level (in metres according to Australian Height Datum) 
SLNSW State Library of NSW 
SRNSW State Records of NSW 
TT Test Trench 
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 Brief Historical Background 2.0
 

2.1 General Background1 
Most of the site, located on the eastern side of Darling Harbour, formerly Cockle Bay, was at one 
time below the high water mark.  In 1815 John Dickson erected a steam engine powered flour mill 
at the head of the bay.  This was the first use of steam power in Australia.  In 1825 the firm Cooper 
& Levey opened another steam powered flour mill to the north of Dickson’s.  Cockle Bay formally 
became known as Darling Harbour in 1828.  Thomas Barker, a former apprentice to Dickson, bought 
Cooper & Levey’s mill in 1828 and by 1830 had consolidated an area of 6 acres on Darling Harbour 
on the west side of Sussex Street, between Bathurst and Liverpool Streets.  The western limit of 
Barker’s land was the harbour shoreline, and this is located within the new development site.    
 
The waters around Darling Harbour were quite shallow, necessitating the construction of jetties to 
reach deeper water.  The intertidal zone and shallow waters also provided the potential for 
considerable land reclamation and subsequent development.  From the late 1820s to the 1850s the 
shoreline within Barker’s property was considerably altered by reclamation, jetty and wharf 
construction.  The increasing population of Sydney and the Colony from the 1830s gave rise to 
greater import and export trading, and an increase in commercial enterprise on the waterfronts.  
The development of Darling Harbour increased from this time with Barker and other investors 
capitalising on the value of the waterfront properties.  Land reclamation provided more 
development area with access to deeper water for industries such as the flour mills, timber yards, 
warehouses and other manufactories.   
 
During the 1840s more land around Barker’s mill was sold.  Reclaimed land to the west and north 
was subdivided for residential development.  Builders and timber merchants Brodie & Craig bought 
two of these lots in 1840 and 1844 for their timber yards and wharf.  These lots were extended west 
into the harbour by reclamation.  The four lots that were sold extended well beyond the original 
high water mark, and historic plans depict them as regular shaped city blocks, with a continuous 
straight line of wharves from Bathurst Street to Brodie & Craig’s wharf to the south (close to the 
line of Liverpool Street).  In 1853 Barker was granted legal title to four portions of reclaimed land on 
both sides of Barker Street, adjacent to his original grant.  This included some of the residential 
subdivision and over two acres of waterfrontage that he had sold in the 1830s and 1840s.   
 
By the 1850s the eastern shoreline of Darling Harbour was well established reclaimed land 
consisting of wharfage, industrial and residential developments.  By the end of the decade Pyrmont 
Bridge, north of the study area, was constructed connecting Market Street to the developing suburb 
of Pyrmont to the west.  In 1855 a branch of the railway was opened on the west side of Darling 
Harbour, forming the first link between the railway and shipping.  By the 1870s the Darling Harbour 
goods yard was the centre of the railway freight network serving much of Sydney’s cargo shipping.  
On the eastern side of the harbour industrial development continued and PN Russell foundry, 
whose work was associated with the railways, took over Brodie & Craig’s timber yard in 1859.  The 
works of the PN Russell foundry lead to the further alteration of the waterfront, with more 
reclamation and wharfage west into the harbour area, land on which the new forge was 
constructed.  To the south of the foundry, Barker’s wharf became part of the wharfage associated 
with the Miller and Harrison timber yards.  By the late 1870s the commercial premises on the west 
side of Barker Street formed a continuous line of wharfage along the edge of Barker’s original 
property, disconnecting it from Darling Harbour. 
 

                                                           
1 This section is a summary of the Historical Background written by Dr Rosemary Annabel in Casey & Lowe 2008 and 
adapted and reproduced in this report, Vol 1, Sections 2.2 – 2.3. 
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The development in the nineteenth century of Darling Harbour had been somewhat ad hoc and the 
wharves were in private ownership, and facilities varied greatly with little sanitation and 
considerable pollution.  By the 1880s the need for major re-planning became evident.  The need to 
provide better access to the wharves and connect them to the railway was costly and required 
better systems of management, planning and land resumptions.  The impetus for these changes 
was provided by the plague that struck Sydney in 1900.  Certain wharves at Darling Harbour were 
identified as the source of the infection that had spread from Hong Kong via the ports on major 
trading routes to Australia.  The Darling Harbour Wharves Resumption Act gave the government 
ownership of the whole wharfage from Darling Harbour to Circular Quay with the management 
passing to the Sydney Harbour Trust whose task it was to redesign and modernise the commercial 
waterfront.  The resumption of properties between Bathurst and Liverpool Streets included all with 
a waterfrontage.   
 
New wharfage was built and existing wharves improved along the eastern side of Darling Harbour.  
Russell’s wharf was a main area of concern for the state of the harbour and the health of its 
inhabitants.  The whole of the foundry site was cleared as part of the cleansing operations.  By 1910 
the wharves at the end of Liverpool Street formed the head of the harbour that had once extended 
south to Hay Street.  In 1918 control of the lots within the study area passed from the Sydney 
Harbour Trust to the Railway Commissioners for NSW.  In the early 1920s continued city railway 
constructions provided fill for more land reclamation around the harbour.  The Sydney Harbour 
Trust improvements to the wharves between Bathurst and Liverpool Streets were covered over and 
buildings demolished.  The Sydney Goods Yard with new wharfage was constructed in their place, 
and this goods rail yard was the biggest in Australia.  
 
The 1940s saw the decline in shipping and the gradual replacement by rail and road transport.  
Private car ownership also became a more dominant factor in city planning from the 1950s.  The 
wharves at Darling Harbour suffered during these decades of decline.  The advent of containerised 
revolutionised the transport of goods by sea and onwards by land.  Ports needed to develop roll-
on/roll-off wharves with large flat concrete aprons and room for large cranes, transport vehicles 
and stores.  The redevelopment of the Darling Harbour wharves was undertaken by the Maritime 
Services Board and during the 1960s work was concentrated on the eastern side of the harbour.  In 
1974 No.5 berth was completed and at 315m in length it was the longest cargo shed in Australia.  
Despite the investment, Darling Harbour could not compete with the container shipping facilities 
being developed at Port Botany.  Transport from the wharves in the city was inadequate as the 
streets were too narrow and busy to accommodate the new semi-trailers. 
 
Road building around Darling Harbour continued through the 1970s and in the 1980s the Western 
Distributor along its eastern side was completed.  The State Rail Authority was instructed to move 
out in 1982 by the government.  The Harbour was once again the subject of redevelopment as the 
State’s major contribution to the bicentennial program.  The new complex included an exhibition 
and convention centres, park, foreshore promenade, the Chinese Gardens and the National 
Maritime Museum as well as sites for commercial development.  When this redevelopment was 
completed Barker, Thomas, Duncan and Steam Mill Streets had disappeared off the map and 
replaced by the new Harbour Street and a complex traffic intersection.  The current redevelopment 
prompted by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority will see the construction of office and retail 
premises at the Darling Walk site.  
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2.2 Area 8 Historical Background 
Pre-reclamation activity in Area 8 would have been minimal, as it was around the original high 
water mark.  The sale of Thomas Barker’s land as residential allotments began in 1837, by which 
time it is assumed Area 8 had been reclaimed.2  Sale was evidently slow, but housing in Area 8 CT 
appears on a plan from 1842 (Figure 2.1).  The plan shows six one-room buildings along the east 
side of Barker Street from Barker’s Lane to Steam Mill Street. 
 
 

Figure 2.1: The study area is to the left of the red line.  E J H Knapp ‘108 allotments the property of T Barker 
Esquire to be sold by auction by M Blackman 1842’, Subdivision Plans ZSP 811.1733/94, Mitchell 
Library, SLNSW. 

 
 
The City of Sydney Assessment Book of 1848 lists Brodie & Craig as the owners of all of these 
structures.  The structures on the 1842 plan likely correspond to Nos 62-66 in the 1848 assessment. 
Nos 62-65 are labelled houses, and No 66 a stable and workshop.  The 1856 plan (Figure 2.3) reveals 
structure extensions, including back rooms and outdoor toilets.  The 1861 Assessment Book 
indicates a change in ownership of the allotments and the numbering 4-‘off’ in place of 62-66.  John 
Simons is listed as the owner of 4-10, with J. R. Holding the owner of 12-‘off’, which is now an iron 
store. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 The Australian, 7 November 1837, p.3e, referenced in Casey & Lowe 2008. 
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Figure 2.2: Eastern 
houses in Barker 
Street, south of 
Barker’s Lane. SLNSW 
PXE 91, no. 125, digital 
order no. a147122. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The buildings are in single ownership in each assessment book from 1868, 1871, 1882, 1891, but 
the specific owner changes between each book.  During this time several structural alterations are 
evident on plans and maps, but it appears 4-10 remain residential and 12-14 commercial.  The 
owner of the buildings in 1891, Reuben Jacobs, is still listed as the owner in 1911, but by this time 
all buildings appear to have been used as fruit stores.  During this time resumption took place and 
much of the housing in Area 8 demolished and redeveloped.  Numbers 4-14 Barker Street, do not 
appear to have suffered the same fate though, surviving until sometime the 1920s. 
 
The 1931 City of Sydney Assessment Book lists George Petherbridge as the owner of a single lot 
where 4-14 Barker Street was.  He is still the owner in the 1939 assessment, when the property was 
occupied by York Motors Pty Ltd.  A 1935 plan confirms the structural change, and combined with 
the 1939 assessment book the new structure appears to be a brick and iron superstructure with 
concrete floors and stairs.  By the 1848 assessment a renumbering has taken place.  A map from 
1973 indicates the property to be 2 Steam Mill Street.  By 1986, all structures were demolished for 
the Darling Harbour Redevelopment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                  Area 8 Children’s Theatre Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 
Figure 2.3: 1856 Trigonometric Survey of Sydney.  The solid red line indicates Nos 10-14 Barker Street.  1855 

Trigonometric Survey of Sydney CRS 502/19.  Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives. 
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 Archaeological Excavation 3.0
 

3.1 Overview 
The program of archaeological investigations at Darling Walk began in October 2008.  The main 
phase of work concentrated on salvage excavation within the basement footprint.  Work began in 
the southern area, Area 7, progressing north to Area 8, and finishing in Area 9 on the eastern 
boundary in April 2009.  Over the six-month excavation 40 archaeologists contributed to the work 
on-site. 
 
For the most part the top of archaeological fills was at RL 1.8m and the base was in some cases as 
low as RL 0.3m.  The depth of archaeological material was due to the reclamation phases in the 
1840s and 1850s.  There were ten main phases of activity identified and the archaeological remains 
included industrial structures, foreshore activity, worker’s housing, yards, cess pits, drains, fences, 
reclamation and levelling fills, and other occupation-related deposits.  In all the excavation 
generated nearly 1300 context sheets; 24 top plans with 50 overlays and 54 section drawings; 159 
archive boxes of artefacts (ceramics, glass, metal and miscellaneous) and 81 boxes of samples 
(pollen, soil, bone, shell, wood, slag and building materials).   
 
The excavation of Area 8 CT took place between 2 and 28 February 2009.  Context numbers 9001-
9051 were assigned to the area, as well as pencil plans produced on site numbered 46-48.  Detailed 
digital versions of these plans are available in Volume 4, Section 10 of the Excavation Report, and 
are numbered 10.29, 10.36 and 10.37.  Site plan locations, the site grid and excavated areas across 
the site are represented on Plan 10.1.  Soil & pollen samples 119 and 120, and building material 
samples 28, 33, 35, and 36 were taken. 
 
 

3.2 The Site Prior to Excavation 
Before redevelopment the SegaWorld building occupied the Darling Walk site.  To the west of this 
building was an artificial lake.  The lakebed had an RL of 2.1m and on average the surrounding 
ground level was at RL 3.6m.  While the SegaWorld building was being demolished, testing 
confirmed that the top of archaeological deposits appeared to be at roughly RL 1.8m, nearly 2m 
below the modern ground level and 300mm below the lakebed.  The archaeological excavation 
started during the demolition phase of the development program.  Numerous known obstructions 
such as piles, concrete slabs and foundations, and underground services were removed during the 
demolition where possible.  The bulk removal of modern fills was done in stages as areas became 
available after demolition.  Basement perimeter piling was also concurrent with the archaeological 
excavation. 
 
 

3.3 Excavation Methodology 
The programming of the archaeological excavation was linked with the demolition and piling 
components of the construction works.  The excavation was divided into areas based on historical 
streetscape and property boundaries.  Each area was excavated as it became available after 
demolition and removal of solid waste.  A 12m bund for the piling rig was left around the southern 
eastern and northern perimeter.  As the piling rig completed work and the capping beam 
constructed, this bund was reduced and the area was included in the archaeological excavation.  
Work began in the southern area, Area 7 and progressed north to Area 6, then Area 8 and Area 5.  
Area 9 on the eastern side of the site was the last area to be investigated. 
 
The bulk removal of solid waste to RL 2m was completed by 20 tonne excavators.  The detailed 
excavation of the remaining modern fill over the archaeological levels was done using a smaller 7 
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tonne machine under the supervision of an archaeologist.  The small machine was used throughout 
the excavation to assist the archaeologists with the removal of the large dumps of fills that existed 
between archaeological phases, sub-surface modern disturbances, and to excavate large test 
trenches through reclamation fills or where needed.  This work was always supervised by an 
experience archaeologist. 
 
The archaeological excavation methodology was a combination of open-area excavation and test 
trenching.  The nature of the archaeological remains as a landscape formed from reclaimed land 
from the harbour and undergoing several phases of industrial and also residential developments 
dictated the necessity to employ both methods of excavation.  In general, the occupation/industrial 
phases were excavated using open-area excavation methodologies and the reclamation phases and 
natural landscape were investigated using a test-trenching methodology.  Open-area excavation 
aims to expose, investigate and record archaeological features, fills and deposits in their entirety 
phase by phase.  Test-trenching provides a detailed sample of archaeological features and fills, or 
phases and events, such as the reclamation events in the Darling Walk site.   
 
The archaeological remains were excavated and recorded within a site grid.  The site grid was 
established from a baseline located in the southern area, Area 7.  The baseline was roughly east-
west aligned.  The origin point was given an arbitrary value of 100m North 200m East.  Grid points 
were set at intervals of 20m east and west, and 10m north and south.  The grid was established and 
maintained by the site surveyor.  Several datum points were also established throughout the 
excavation and all levels are calculated to AHD.   
 
The 20m by 10m grid system facilitates the planning of the site at a scale of 1:50 using A3 sized 
sheets of permatrace.  A series of ‘top-plans’ were produced for the site, 24 in total.  The top-plans 
recorded multi-phases and multi-context archaeological remains at a ‘start level’, and a series of 
overlays were produced as features and fills were excavated.  Test-trenches were located on the 
main top-plans and were also recorded in section.  Section drawings were produced at a scale of 
1:10 or 1:20.   
 
The physical excavation and recording of the archaeological remains was undertaken by 
professional archaeologists.  A small number of students (Honours year) were also employed to 
assist the archaeologists during the excavation and to gain field experience.  Archaeological 
excavation requires a great deal of manual labour, tools used to excavate are mattocks, shovels, 
spades, hoes and of course hand-trowels.  A small mechanical excavator was utilised as much as 
possible to expedite the excavation of fill layers and large test-trenches.   
 
All archaeological structures, features and deposits were for the most part assigned a context 
number and were recorded on a context sheet, detailing general and specific context characteristics 
such as colour, soil matrix, stratigraphic and physical location, dimensions, building methods and 
materials, artefact quantity and type, and preliminary phase et cetera.  Not all individual extensive 
fills or modern disturbances were given a context number.  In some cases, one number was 
assigned to a group of fills or a general level.  This practice was discretionary and was generally 
employed where bulk removal of fill layers between archaeological phases was carried out by 
machine, or where a group of deposits with ill-defined boundaries existed, but of the same general 
event (such as demolition material within a room with displaying slightly different properties, but 
clearly relating to the same general event). 
 
Along with the drawn and written record, the archaeological remains were also photographed.  
Most of the photography was digital, though main photographs were also taken using Black & 
White and Colour Slide film for archive purposes and according to best archaeological practices.  For 
consistency, most of the photography was undertaken by the Site Director, however due to the 
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scale of the site, this was not always possible.  A professional photographer was also present to take 
final Area and major structure/feature photographs.  In general, most investigated features were 
photographed.  General area shots were also taken to provide context to the features.  Videography 
was also carried out during the excavation.   
 
Artefacts were collected according to context number and processed on-site.  There was not a 100% 
collection of artefacts from machine or hand excavated fills and deposits, as this is unnecessary and 
unrealistic for historic sites.  For the most part diagnostic items and a representative range of 
artefact category and type were kept.  Items discarded were noted on the context sheet or discard 
sheet.  The processing of the artefacts on site included washing, drying, sorting by category and 
type, labelling and boxing.   
 
A special methodology for the excavation of underfloor occupation deposits was employed.  The 
system of excavation of underfloor spaces is linked with the artefact database designed by Casey & 
Lowe.  In rooms where underfloor deposits were present, a 500mm by 500mm grid was set up and 
excavated by context in spits of 50mm.  The material is 100% wet sieved to guarantee the collection 
of the small artefacts and ecofacts (such as pins, buttons, beads, seeds, small mammal and fish 
bones) expected in this deposit type.  This system also allows for spatial and comparative analysis of 
the artefacts to be undertaken.   
 
The sampling strategy for the excavation included the collection of environmental, organic 
structure, industrial waste product and building materials samples.  Natural deposits were sampled 
to provide information on the soil matrix as well for as pollen analysis.  Significant occupation 
deposits, historical accumulation layers and fills were also sampled, for both pollen and soil 
analysis.  These samples will provide extra environmental information, such as landscape and 
vegetation, to the archaeological results.  A number of large timber-built structures were present 
on site.  The timber elements of the structures were sampled to identify the wood species.  Building 
materials that were sampled included bricks and mortar from structural remains, construction and 
demolition deposits.  Other samples collected from the site include roofing slate, nineteenth-
century ceramic service pipes, slag and other industrial waste material.   
 
 

3.4 Excavation Limitations 
As Darling Walk was an industrial site there were several excavation limitations due to 
environment, health and safety (EH&S) concerns.  Known areas of contamination were not 
investigated archaeologically, such as the large area of Benzene contamination on the eastern side 
of Area 7.  Unknown EH&S concerns such as large diesel storage tanks, hydrocarbon-rich fill layers 
and asbestos piping were encountered during the excavation.  These required remediation and 
removal by appropriately trained and certified people.  In some case this had some impact, though 
minimal, on the surrounding archaeological remains.   
 
Several areas of Potential Acid Sulphate Soils (PASS) were also identified before the excavation 
commenced.  According to safe work method statements, these areas could not be excavated by 
hand and only investigated without disturbing the PASS and therefore removing the potential to 
turn that material into ASS, which can have quite significant environmental consequences if 
handled and disposed of incorrectly.  PASS occur in areas where organic-rich soils are trapped in an 
anaerobic environment, and once exposed to the air, can release sulphuric acid and turn highly 
acidic.  This type of material is common in wetland and foreshore areas.  Unfortunately the 
presence of PASS in Area 6 and Area 9 severely hindered the archaeological investigation of two of 
the early structures, Barker’s jetty and mill pond dating from the 1820s.  The archaeological 
investigation and record of these two features was incomplete, though as much as possible was 
done given the limitations. 
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3.5 The Team 
The Excavation Directors and Consultants for the Darling Walk project were Tony Lowe and Dr Mary 
Casey.  The Site Director was Abi Cryerhall; Site Supervisors were Amanda Dusting, Mike Hincks and 
Nick Harrop; Site Planners were Shane Willis and Franz Reidel; Finds Supervisor was Rowan Ward; 
Sieving Supervisor was Sue Hearne; Site Archive Supervisor was Jill Miskella; Assistant 
Archaeologists were Glen Suey, Ronan Mc Eleney, Jenny Winnett, Rhian Jones, Robert Maxwell, 
Beau Spry, Dave Marcus, Lyndon Patterson, Kylie McDonald, Stirling Smith, Darran Jordan, Tom 
Eley, Balazs Hansel, James McGuinness, Sarah Peisley, Katie Molyneaux, Conn Herriott, Anna Biggs, 
Bernadette McCall, Tessa Boer-Mah, Jenna Weston, Ngaire Richards, Garth Henderson; Student 
Archaeologists were Peter Howard, Richard Burchfield, Ryan Desic, Annika Korsgaard, Vanessa 
Alexander and Daniel Blick.  Comber Consultants undertook the Aboriginal testing component of 
the project.  Russell Workman (now trading as Gallery2), professional photographer, and Dr Wayne 
Johnson, archaeologist for SHFA, were also regular visitors to the excavation.  Lend Lease Building 
facilitated the excavation works.  Mechanical assistance was provided by Cardinal in the early stages 
and by Theos Bros for the majority of the excavation.  Joseph Consentino from C.M.S. Surveyors was 
the surveyor.  
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 Phase 1: Natural Landscape 4.0
 

4.1 Natural Topography of the Site 
The Children’s Theatre portion of Area 8 was bisected by the original high water mark (Figure 4.1).  
The northeast half of the area, including the rear of House Nos 10 and 12, appears to have been 
above this mark.  The front of these houses, and the entirety of No 14, would therefore have been 
within the intertidal zone. 
 
 

Figure 4.1:  Map showing evidence of reclamation.  The solid blue line indicates the original high water 
mark.  Note its proximity to the corner of Barker and Steam Mill Streets, where Area 8 CT lies.  ‘City 
of Sydney Parish of St Andrew 3ac 1r 8p Reclaimed from Darling Harbour by Thos. Barker’. 
Transmitted with description and letter No. 52/49 dated 21 October 1852.  AO Map 5520, SRNSW. 

 
 

4.2 Area 8 Children’s Theatre Evidence 
Very little of the natural landscape was exposed during the excavation of the area.  The sole 
example is a 1.25m x 500mm patch of sandstone (9047) exposed at the base of cesspit 9027.  This 
sandstone appears to have been very close to the high water mark.  The sandstone (9047) was at RL 
0.54m, which supports its close proximity to the high water mark.  Circular depressions in the 
surface of the sandstone indicate regular water erosion.  This suggests that 9047 was in the 
intertidal zone or just above it. 
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Figure 4.2:  Exposed sandstone at the base of cesspit 9027.  View north, scale 1m. 
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 Phase 2: Aboriginal Occupation 5.0
 

5.1 Overview3 
Prior to 1788, the site was part of the Eora territory.4  The Eora people comprised several clans that 
shared a common language and a saltwater economy.  They inhabited a varied landscape that 
stretched from the Georges River in the south to Pittwater in the north, and inland along the 
drowned river valley mouth to Parramatta.  The Cadi clan occupied the southern side of Port 
Jackson, extending from South Head to Long Cove, and incorporating the study area.  The antiquity 
of the Cadi people remains unknown, but archaeological evidence has confirmed a continued 
presence of Australian indigenous stone technologies and exploitation of the resources around the 
harbour over several thousand years.5 
 
 

Figure 5.1: This engraving by Philip Slaeger of a John Eyre drawing can be taken indicates continued 
Aboriginal occupation in the area into the nineteenth century.  ‘A Native Camp Near Cockle Bay, 
New South Wales, 1813’.  From Absalom West, Views in New South Wales, 1813–1814 [and] 
historical account of the colony of New South Wales, 1820-1821. 

                                                           
3 This overview was written by Nick Harrop and Mike Hincks. 
4 The term Eora has typically been applied to describe a group of clans for which there may have been no collective word 
prior to European settlement.  The area south of Port Jackson may have been populated by speakers of a coastal Darug 
dialect, or some other dialect.  This is discussed in Attenbrow 2002:30-36. 
5 Willsteed, Smith & Bourke 2006. 
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The earliest radiometric dates for Aboriginal occupation in the Sydney region stretch beyond 40,000 
BP, but the area may have been occupied prior to this.6  Dates become more frequent from about 
14,000 BP, with numerous dates from a variety of sites throughout the area in the last six thousand 
years.  Multiple indigenous sites have been identified nearby to the Darling Walk, including stone 
tool scatters, shell middens, and engravings, all within 3 km of the Darling Walk site.7  The KENS 
site, one kilometre to the north of Darling Walk and in a similar proximity to Darling Harbour 
yielded close to 1000 artefacts and dated from 2,800 BP to European arrival.8 
 
A large proportion of Darling Walk is on reclaimed land, and as such the potential for indigenous 
archaeological remains is limited to the eastern and north-eastern sections of the site.  The 
indigenous archaeological investigation was undertaken by Comber Consultants.9 
 
 

5.2 Area 8 Children’s Theatre Evidence 
No testing for indigenous archaeology was conducted in Area 8 CT.  The nearest excavation took 
place 15m to the east-southeast, in the alignment of Steam Mill Street.  Natural soils were not 
encountered and no indigenous artefacts were recovered here. 
 

                                                           
6 Attenbrow 2002:18-21. 
7 Comber Consultants 2008. 
8 Steele 2006 
9 Comber Consultants 2012, Vol 3, Section 8.9. 
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 Phase 3: 1788 to 1820s Early Foreshore Activity  6.0
 

6.1 Overview 
It is possible that some activity took place in Area 8 in Phase 3, particularly after 1810 from when 
the use of Cockle Bay for trade intensified.  The earliest historical reference to European activity 
specific to Area 8 CT, is the 1842 E J H Knapp map (Figure 2.1), where the area is shown to be 
around the original high tide mark.  Both of these factors suggest that if there were any 
archaeological remains from Phase 3 in the area, they would have likely been insubstantial. 
 
No archaeological features were identified for this phase in Area 8 CT.  Only a small portion of the 
area was reduced to the original landscape (see Phase 1), which was bedrock.  Elsewhere, a levelling 
fill consistent with 1830s activity was the end point of excavation (9005).  It is likely that this fill was 
the first substantial European activity in Area 8 CT. 
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 Phase 4: 1820s to late 1830s Barker’s Mill and Lands 7.0
 

7.1 Overview 
Phase 4 saw the reclamation of lands surrounding Barker’s wharf, particularly in the 1830s.  Area 8 
would have been built up at this time.  The earliest archaeological evidence from Area 8 CT is likely 
from the transition between Phases 4 and 5.  These include a reclamation/ levelling fill and early 
structure footings, and are treated as Phase 5 events (see Section 8). 
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 Phase 5: Late 1830s/Early 1840s Reclamation 8.0
 

8.1 Construction Preparation 
Area 8 CT fell partially within the original intertidal zone.  As such, it would have required extensive 
land build-up and ground-levelling.  This would likely have been undertaken during the reclamation 
of the 1830s.  It was certainly complete by 1842, when E J H Knapp’s map displays allotment 
subdivision and street layout (Figure 2.1). 
 
8.1.1 Reclamation 
Just one reclamation fill was revealed during the excavation of the area.  A yellowish brown crushed 
and degraded sandstone fill with traces of clay (9005) formed the uppermost of the remnant pre-
construction fills.  An excavated pipe trench in the west of the area showed the fill to be at least 
800mm in depth at this point.  Bedrock (9047) was around 550mm below the level of 9005 in the 
east of the area.  If the natural landscape was at similar depths across Area 8 CT, it is probable 9005 
was the sole reclamation fill present. 
 
 

 
Figure 8.1: General view of Area 8 CT after reduction to reclamation fill 9005.  Note the pit at the front of 

the photo shows the thickness, extent and compact nature of the fill.  View east, scale 1m. 

 
 
The majority of the area contained no other historic fills between 9005 and modern fills (9002).  It is 
likely that the area was heavily truncated by subsequent development in the twentieth century.  As 
such some upper reclamation and levelling fills may have been removed.  If any were removed, they 
could not have been substantial, as the footings (9004) of the first phase of construction already 
extended a minimum of 300mm into 9005. 
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 Phase 6: 1840s to 1860s Residential and Industrial Development 9.0
 

9.1 Overview 
Two primary stages of construction took place in Area 8 CT within Phase 6.  The first is evident on a 
plan from 1842 (Figure 2.1).  Residential allotments in the general area were advertised from 1837 
onwards, which places the initial construction in the area between 1837 and 1842.  The 1842 plan 
identifies six structures along the east side of Barker Street between Steam Mill Street and Barker’s 
Lane.  The structures are shown to be one room deep.  The next available plan of the area is from 
1856, where a rear room and outdoor toilet has been added (Figure 2.1).  Both stages of 
construction are confirmed archaeologically and are recorded on Plan 10.36 (Vol 4, Section 10).  A 
plan of the projected alignment of footings is available in Plan 10.37 (Vol 4, Section 10). 
 
 

9.2 Assessment and Directory Information 
The City of Sydney Assessment Book refers to buildings on the east side of Barker Street between 
Barker’s Lane and Steam Mill Street as early as 1848.  The buildings are numbered from 62-66 which 
likely corresponds to Houses 4-14, with 66 encompassing both 12 and 14.  The assessment also 
refers to No 65 (10) as having a brick and shingle superstructure, and 66 (12-14) as wood and 
shingle.  Construction materials seem to be unchanged from the 1848 to the 1861 Assessment 
Books.  Books from 1867 and 1871 refer to Houses 10 to 14 as having two storeys.  However, these 
books post-date the addition of the rear rooms, so the second storey may not have been part of the 
original construction. 
 
 

9.3 Pre-1842 Construction 
The foundations for the initial construction of Houses 10, 12 and 14 were remnant in Area 8 CT.  
They included communal footings for the rear walls of the buildings, and footings for dividing walls 
between the structures.  The footings and a small patch of construction debris were the only 
archaeological remains of this stage of construction.  There was no archaeological evidence of a 
second storey, such as a stairwell, but later development may have influenced this. 
 
 
9.3.1 Construction and Footings 
The footings for the initial construction were contained in a single trench.  Context 9030 describes 
the cut for this trench.  It was rectilinear and uninterrupted between the rear and dividing walls in 
the interior of House 12.  The cut was wider along the north-south running rear wall of the 
structures than along the east-west dividing walls.  Where it remained, the trench was 850mm wide 
on average.  Context 9030 was only partially excavated, where it was on average 300mm deep with 
steep sides and a roughly flat base.  The cut was absent in Houses 10 and 14, but only a small 
section of these footings were exposed or remained.  Additionally, it is probable that footings were 
set flush against one side of the cut, making it appear absent. 
 
The footings of the structures (9004) consisted of single rows of rectangular prism sandstone blocks 
laid head to head, and seemingly set flush with one edge of the trench cut.  Eight metres of the 
north-south oriented rear footing were exposed or remnant, consisting of 12 sandstone blocks.  
Dividing-wall footings between houses were 3.25m in length and consisted of four sandstone blocks 
each.  Modern disturbances caused gaps in the dividing walls as well as broken blocks.  It is assumed 
that the dividing-wall footings originally extended further west.  However, they were probably 
truncated due to the same disturbance that removed the entire front wall.  Generally just one 
course of sandstone remained, with a second course evident in one section.  The RLs for the top of 
the lowest course ranged from 1.32 to 1.43m. 
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The sandstone blocks were pale yellow/white in colour.  They were hewn to produce straight edges 
and flat sides but had a rough finish.  The blocks varied in size, but were generally 600mm to 
800mm in length, 300mm to 400mm in width, and 250mm to 300mm in height.  The mortar used 
was dark yellow sand and shell composite. 
 
The packing fill (9031) for the wall trench was only partially excavated but was relatively uniform.  It 
was dark yellowish brown-grey colour, friable, coarse sand with moderate amounts of clay 
throughout.  Crushed sandstone of varying size and degradation was also consistent throughout the 
fill.  It is likely that 9031 was a redeposit of the levelling fill 9005 with other fills mixed through. 
 
 
9.3.2 Room Configuration 
As stated, Nos 10 to 14 were only one room deep and only a single storey could be confirmed 
archaeologically.  No complete room was remnant in the excavation area, but House 12 provided 
the best example.  The interior room width was 3.5m, with 3.3m of the room’s length extant.  Maps 
indicate the original room length would have been around 4.25m. 
 
 
9.3.3 Superstructure 
No archaeological evidence, such as extant walling or demolition debris, remained of the 
superstructure of Houses 10 to 14.  It is likely that No 10 was constructed of brick and shingle, and 
houses 12-14 of wood and shingle (see Section 9.2). 
 
 
9.3.4 Construction Debris 
Context 9012 comprised the only possible evidence of construction debris.  It included three fill 
types located in the northeast corner of the interior of House 12.  It overlayed the cut (9030) for the 
footings, but may have been a stockpile of fills used for levelling or trench backfilling. 
 
The lowest layer of 9012 was dense but soft, mid brown sand with traces of clay and moderate 
sandstone of various sizes.  It was similar to wall trench fill 9031.  Above this was another dense but 
soft, sand with traces of clay, but was mixed in colour including pink, reddish brown, and grey.  The 
uppermost layer of 9012 was friable, dark brown, clayey sand with moderate sandstone of various 
sizes and occasional charcoal flecking.  It also contained occasional, large lumps of sandstock brick 
and concrete.  The latter is likely due to 1980s contamination.  Fill 9012 was irregularly shaped, 
covering 1.5m x 1.5m and was 150mm in depth. 
 
 
9.3.5 Flooring 
No evidence of flooring was identified for this stage of construction.  Some evidence for flooring, 
typical of floor boards, was found in the later addition to the houses.  This is consistent with other 
housing on Steam Mill Street in Area 8 and was the likely floor construction used in the houses in 
Area 8 CT. 
 
 

9.4 Structure Extensions 
Evidence for the second stage of construction in Area 8 CT included footings for a single wall from 
each of the rear rooms of buildings 10 and 14, all three walls of the rear room of House 12, and a 
cesspit adjoining the back room of House 12.  The relationship between this stage of construction 
and the pre-existing structures was demonstrated in No 12 where the footing trench for the back 
room truncated the construction cut for the front room.  Additional evidence for extensions to the 
structure was limited to footings for floorboards and two possible construction deposits. 
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9.4.1 Construction and Footings 
Table 9.1 lists the context numbers associated with the construction of the rear rooms for the Area 
8 CT houses.  Many aspects of this stage of construction were uniform.  All footing-trench cuts were 
roughly linear, and were partially disturbed obscuring their characteristics.  The footings were set 
close to one side of the trench, which also made the cut difficult to identify in parts.  The footings 
were one course wide and laid header to header, with only the lowest course surviving.  As with 
footings 9004, the blocks were pale yellow and white sandstone, cut straight with a slightly rough 
finish.  The sandstone blocks were bonded with a sand and shell mortar.  The fills for the wall 
trenches varied, but were all primarily a redeposit of 9005 or a similar material. 
 
Table 9.1: Context numbers for rear-room foundations in the Children’s Theatre. 

No. Cut Footing Fill 

10 9050 9049 9051 

12 9032 9025 9033 

14 9034 9026 9035 

 
 
No. 10 Barker Street 
Only the foundation for the south wall of the rear room of House 10 was exposed.  It extended east 
from the earlier footings 9004 for a distance of 3.2m to the limit of excavation.  The cut (9050) was 
not excavated.  It was roughly 100mm out from the north side of the footings.  Along the south of 
the footing, the cut was no more than 20mm from the footing, and sometimes flush they were 
abutting.  Four of the sandstone footing blocks (9049) were exposed.  The blocks were 700mm to 
1.1m in length, and averaged 300mm in width.  The top of the exposed course of footings was at RL 
1.30m.  The packing fill 9051 was dark yellowish brown, clayey sand with moderate inclusions of 
degraded sandstone of varying size. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 9.1: Footings 
from No 10 Barker 
Street are to the left of 
the red line.  View east, 
scale 1m. 
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No. 12 Barker Street 
The back room for 12 Barker Street. was complete with the exception of small areas of modern 
disturbance.  The cut (9032) for the footing trench was 60mm to 120mm out from the footing 
where it was extant.  The trench cut was visible either side of the north footing of 9025.  Where this 
portion of the cut meets the original foundation, it clearly truncated it.  For the east footing, the cut 
was only extant along the east side to the point of cesspit 9027.  Here cut 9032 was truncated by 
cesspit cut 9043.  The cut was missing for the south footing, and was not excavated at any point. 
 
All three sides of footings 9025 were 3m long, and included four sandstone blocks each.  There was 
a gap in the east footing where it is assumed a block was displaced, and where footings for the 
cesspit interjected (Figure 9.2).  Many of the blocks were broken, particularly on the south footing 
where there seemed to have been the most disturbance.  Blocks were between 500mm and 900mm 
in length, and were on average 250mm in width and 300mm in height.  The top of the footings were 
at RL. 1.32m.  The packing fill (9033) abutting the footing was a friable, mid-orangey brown, clayey 
sand with occasional small lumps of clay and moderate amounts of degraded sandstone. 
 
Cesspit 9027 adjoined the rear of the back room, extending east from 9025 along the southern 
boundary of No 12.  The linkage between 9027 and 9025 suggests the cesspit was constructed at 
the same time as the back room.  However, the cut (9043) for the cesspit footings truncated the 
footing trench for the back room, and were therefore later.  It is possible that the footings for the 
rear room were constructed shortly before the cesspit, with a gap left for the cesspit. 
 
 

Figure 9.2: Footings (9025) from structure extensions at House 12 are indicated by the solid red line.  The 
dashed red line indicates the cesspit (9027).  View east, scale 1m. 
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The cut (9043) for the cesspit foundation trench was visible only along its north side.  Other sides of 
the cesspit were obscured by disturbance or not fully exposed.  The remnant cut was between 
50mm and 70mm from the edge of the footings, but was not excavated.  The footings consisted of 
two rectangular prism sandstone blocks laid head to head on each side to create a square structure 
measuring 1.5m by 1.5m.  The footings were one course wide with the lowest two courses 
surviving.  The southern side was missing, assumedly due to disturbance, and the east and west 
sides were partially collapsed in.  This resulted in interior dimensions of 1250mm (north-south) by 
550mm (east to west) at the time of excavation.  It is likely that the width was originally greater 
than 550mm. 
 
The sandstone blocks were 400mm to 800mm in length, 250mm to 300mm in width, and 300mm in 
height.  Other characteristics were consistent with the blocks used in the structure extensions.  The 
top of 9027 was at RL 1.25m.  The packing fill (9046) abutting 9027 was a friable, light brown sand, 
with traces of clay and moderate amounts of medium-sized, degraded sandstone lumps.  Patches of 
a greenish sand and shell mix, probably mortar, were included in 9046. 
 
 
No. 14 Barker Street 
Of the footings for the rear room of No 14, only the north side remained (9026).  The footings 
extended 3m east of the original structure (9004), which is consistent with equivalent footings for 
other houses.  Context 9034 describes the cut for the foundation trench for this footing.  It is only 
extant for a portion of the south edge of the footings.  This segment of the cut is between 20mm 
and 50mm out from the footings.  The cut was not excavated.  The surviving footings 9026 had four 
sandstone blocks.  Intact blocks were between 600mm and 1.0m in length, and averaged 250mm in 
width.  The RL for the exposed sandstone was 1.56m.  It is likely that another course existed 
beneath the exposed course.  The packing fill (9035) abutting these footings (9026) was a compact 
but friable, blackish brown, fine-grained sand with traces of clay.  Moderate amounts of mortar, and 
small pieces of crushed brick and sandstone were evident throughout this fill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9.3: The sole footings surviving from No 14 (9026) are bordered by the red line.  View east, scale 1m. 
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9.4.2 Room Configuration 
The second stage of construction re-used the front rooms described in section 9.3.  The interior 
dimensions of the rear rooms averaged 2.75m deep and 2.4m wide.  The disparity between this 
width and that of the front room resulted in a 1m wide corridor along the northern edge of the back 
room.  This is evident on contemporary plans but was only archaeologically evident in No. 12. 
 
 
9.4.3 Superstructure 
No archaeological evidence remained of a superstructure, either in extant walls or demolition 
debris.  It is likely that No. 10 was constructed of brick and shingle, and Nos. 12-14 of wood and 
shingle (see Section 9.2). 
 
 
9.4.4 Construction Debris  
Fills 9010 and 9011 were located in the northeast corner of the rear room in No. 12 and were cut by 
the wall trench (9032).  Fill 9010 was a compact, mid brown, silty sand with occasional, medium 
sized sandstone inclusions, not dissimilar to the packing fills used in the wall trenches.  Fill 9011 was 
atop 9010 and was very compact, grey, clayey sand with occasional small sandstone inclusions and 
crushed shell.  Shell was frequently used in mortar, suggesting this fill may have been at least 
partially construction debris.  It is possible that these fills were levelling fills rather than used in 
construction, or that they belong to the initial construction phase.  Neither context 9010 nor 9011 
was fully excavated. 
 
 
9.4.5 Flooring 
The only possible evidence of flooring was a line of bricks (9028) adjacent to the south footing of 
the rear room of structure 12.  This consisted of five sandstock bricks laid flat and head to head, 
extending 1.1m east from 9004.  Average brick dimensions were 240mm x 110mm x 70mm.  A 
rectangular frog was evident on one brick, measuring 105mm x 35mm x 10mm.  A pale yellowish 
brown, sand and shell mortar was remnant on the brick.  The bricks appeared to be in situ, and as 
such would likely have acted as foundation for the flooring.  However, it is also possible that this 
brick was collapsed superstructure. 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 9.4: Possible 
evidence of flooring in 
No 12.  View south 
scale 1m,. 
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 Phase 7: 1860s to 1900 Residential and Industrial Development 10.0
 

10.1 Overview 
Maps and plans between 1856 and 1900 indicate alterations to 12 and 14 Barker Street (Figure 2.3, 
Figure 10.1 and Figure 11.1).  This includes the apparent removal of the outdoor toilet/ cesspit and 
dividing walls to reconfigure the ground floor of each house.  Other minor building alterations and 
ownership changes are listed in the City of Sydney Assessment Books.  Archaeologically, there was 
no definite evidence of these alterations.  However, several contexts are likely to have belonged to 
this phase. 
 
 

Figure 10.1: Plan showing configuration of structures c. 1880.  The dashed red box encompasses the houses 
in Area 8 CT.  H. Percy Dove plan, 1880, block 91, Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney 
Archives. 

 
 

10.2 City of Sydney Assessment Books  
Assessment Books from 1867, 1871, 1882, and 1891 all refer to Nos 10-14 Barker Street within 
Phase 7.  House 10 appears to have been residential during this phase, whereas 12 and 14 seem to 
have been primarily commercial.  This is consistent with annotation on some contemporary maps. 
 
In terms of structural change, the shingle roofs of Nos 10-14 are replaced by iron by 1871, and 
stone is listed as a building material by 1891.  The latter may refer to the foundation stones already 
in place in the original structure. It may however also indicate a rebuild of the structure.  The 1867 
Assessment Book indicates House 10 has two storeys and three rooms.  The 1882 book shows No 12 
as having three storeys and four rooms.  This Book also lists House 14 as having four rooms.  
However, the 1871 Assessment Book indicates five rooms in No 14 over two storeys, suggesting 
structural change between 1871 and 1882. 
 
 



27 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                  Area 8 Children’s Theatre Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

10.3 Pre-1880 Occupation 
The first historical reference to a significant Phase 7 structural change is evident on the 1880 H 
Percy Dove plan (Figure 10.1).  Between 1865 and 1880 the rear rooms and toilets/ cesspits of 
houses 12 and 14 seem to have been amalgamated.  If the cesspits were discontinued, it is 
reasonable to assume occupational deposits within cesspit 9027 pre-date this development. 
 
10.3.1 Cesspit Deposits 
A total of six fills were identified in cesspit 9027.  Based on the fill consistency and artefact types, 
the lowest three were interpreted as occupation-related.  It is possible that one or all of these fills 
belong to the latter portion of Phase 6.  Alternatively, the fills may have been post occupation.  
Demolition-type materials were found throughout these fills, but they could easily have sunk 
through a soft occupation-related deposit. 
 
Context 9042 describes the lowest fill within the cesspit.  It was a compact, light yellowish brown, 
coarse sandy clay or render, similar to demolition, and included two dry-pressed bricks and plaster.  
It covered the entirety of the pit in plan, being 50mm to 150mm in depth.  Above this, context 9041 
was moist, grey/brown, sandy clay with moderate charcoal, shell, and demolition material 
throughout.  It was mainly in the southern half of the pit and was between 50mm and 100mm in 
depth.  Context 9040 sat on 9041 and consisted of a moist, dark grey to black, humic, fine grained 
fill with minimal demolition material.  It was located in the northern half of the cesspit.  An analysis 
of artefacts from these fills reveals that demolition materials increase with depth, suggesting they 
may have settled through the occupation-related deposits.  Furthermore, shell and small bone 
artefacts, typical of occupation are found throughout these fills.  The latter is infrequent in higher 
fills, whereas the demolition material transcends all cesspit fills. 
 
 

10.4 1880-1900 Development 
No structures or direct archaeological evidence of occupation remained from this phase of 
development.  Several contexts from Area 8 CT may have related to this period, but could be placed 
anywhere between the pre-1856 structure extensions and the 1921-1931 demolition of the houses 
(see maps).  These contexts include cesspit fills, several early demolition/construction fills, and a 
single cut. 
 
 
10.4.1 Cesspit Deposits 
Fills above 9040 in cesspit 9027 appear to be post-occupational.  9038 was immediately above 9040 
and consisted of grey, moderately coarse sand, with demolition material.  Fill 9037 was very similar 
to 9038 in terms of soil matrix and inclusions.  It was brown/black, coarse grained sandy clay with 
limited demolition-type inclusions.  Above this, 9029 was a brownish-yellow, coarse grained loamy 
sand, also with demolition rubble.  Artefacts from these fills appear varied in date, with a small 
quantity of modern material, which was a likely result of contamination.  Generally though, 
artefacts seem consistent with demolition later than that of the use of the cesspit. 
 
 
10.4.2 Corridor Disturbance/Fills 
An undetermined activity took place in the corridor formed between the rear rooms of Nos 10 and 
12.  Several fills and a cut were bound by footings 9004 to the west, 9049 to the north, 9025 to the 
south, and extended 2m to the west of 9004.  Figure 10.2 shows the corridor after excavation.  Note 
that some fills were fully excavated, while some only partially so. 
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Figure 10.2: Test 
trench north of No 12, 
showing the corridor 
between Nos 10 and 
12 post-excavation.  
View north, scale 1m,. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The lowest of these contexts, 9045, was similar to 9005 and may be a redeposit.  It was dark yellow 
sand with frequent degraded sandstone of varying size.  White, grey, and light brown clay lenses 
were throughout, as was occasional charcoal.  This fill was 3m x 1m in plan and only partially 
excavated.  Occupying the same area above 9045 was 9044.  It was friable, light brown, sandy silt 
with frequent small sandstone inclusions and charcoal flecking.  It was between 100mm and 
600mm deep.  Context 9019 sat on the western portion of 9044.  It was moderately compact, grey-
brown, sandy silt with frequent medium-small sandstone inclusions.  Patches of grey clay and 
charcoal flecking was found throughout.  These relatively artefact-free, in situ fills did not appear to 
have been associated with the occupation or demolition of the house.  They may have been 
employed as a backfill for a pit of unknown function, perhaps associated with Phase 7 building 
alterations. 
 
The fill 9019 was cut by 9020, which contained fill 9021.  Context 9020 was a roughly rectilinear cut 
with a concave base.  The sides gently sloped to the base with the exception of the western edge 
which was steep and had angular interfaces at the top and base.  It contained context 9021, friable, 
maroon, fine grained silty sand with occasional small flecks of decayed stone.  This cut and fill may 
have related to a structural feature such as a posthole, but no certain interpretation is possible. 
 
 
10.4.3 Other Fills 
Fill 9048 may also belong to the latter half of Phase 7, but once again may have been deposited 
before or after Phase 7.  Mortar throughout 9048 was evident in the adjacent floor 9028, suggesting 
that the former is probably associated with either the construction or demolition of the rear rooms.  
Other than this, 9048 was compact, black-brown, clayey sand with moderate sandstock brick 
fragments.  It was remnant in two patches either side of the south footing of 9025, spanning 
800mm by 2000mm, and was 20mm to 100mm in depth. 
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 Phase 8: 1900s to 1920 Resumption and Railways 11.0
 

11.1 Overview 
No direct archaeological evidence from Area 8 CT could be placed within Phase 8.  However, many 
of the contexts placed in Phase 7 could have belonged to Phase 8.  There does seem to have been 
significant alterations to No 10 evident in the plans from 1900 and years following 1901 (Figure 11.1 
and Figure 11.2).  The 1910 map shows no subdivisions between allotments 8-14, but this probably 
reflects singular ownership and a common building function, rather than massive redevelopment. 
 
 

Figure 11.1: Plan L, Darling Harbour Resumptions, 
1900, Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of 
Sydney Archives. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 11.2: Fire Underwriters Association of 
NSW, City of Sydney detail survey maps 
‘Ignis et Aqua’ Series Sheet II Vol. 1, 
MAV/FM4/10537, ML, SLNSW. 

 
 

11.2 City of Sydney Assessment Books 
Assessment Books from 1911 and 1921 do not indicate any structural changes to 10 to 14 Barker 
Street.  Only ownership and building function are different, which is unlikely to correspond to the 
heavily truncated archaeological remains in Area 8 CT. 
 



30 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                  Area 8 Children’s Theatre Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

 Phase 9: 1920s to 1980s Railways and Commercial Development 12.0
 

12.1 Overview 
Phase 9 saw the demolition of the housing associated with previous phases, and the construction of 
a building that occupied the entirety of Nos 8-14.  This structure appears on a plan from the mid-
1930s, which lists the address as 2 Steam Mill Street (Figure 12.1).  The structure also is referred to 
in the City Of Sydney Assessment Book of 1939.  Number 14 contains the only evidence of this 
structure.  A later surfacing of Steam Mill Street was also remnant, with a series of fills in between.  
These fills along with one other fill in the area also belong to this phase. 
 
 

Figure 12.1: Fire Underwriters Association of NSW Detail Survey Maps, Harpers Block No. 175, [c. mid 
1930s].  MAV/FM4/10537, Mitchell Library, SLNSW.  The red box marks the building that replaced 
the houses in the study area. 

 
 

12.2 City Of Sydney Assessment Books 
The 1931 City of Sydney Assessment Book lists 4-14 Barker Street as a single lot, describing it as 
‘land’.  Certainly the pre-existing houses were demolished by this time.  The 1939 Book lists the 
same owner as in 1931, with a brick and iron structure being the only one standing.  The mid-1930s 
plan also refers to concrete as a construction material for floors and the staircase. 
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The sole piece of evidence for the post-1921 structure was a single brick footing, assumedly for the 
south wall.  This corresponds to the structure evident in historical records by the end of the 1930s, 
but may have been constructed anytime after 1921.  Other evidence possibly associated with the 
early stages of Phase 9 was limited to a fill at the rear of No 12. 
 
 
12.2.1 Reconstruction Footings 
Evidence for the new structure included contexts relating to the cut for the footing trench (9007), 
the brick footings themselves (9003), and the packing fill for the trench (9039).  These contexts 
were located in the former 14 Barker Street, and were truncated by modern disturbance.  Cut 9007 
for footing 9003 was only remnant along the north side of the footings, with later development 
removing evidence on the south side.  It was 4m in length but was disturbed in sections.  The 
remnant portion of the cut was roughly linear, between 150mm to 200mm from the edge of 9003.  
The cut was not excavated. 
 
 

Figure 12.2: Likely footing for 1930s structure (9003) and test trench through footpath fills.  View east, scale 
1m. 

 
 
Footings 9003 consisted of a linear arrangement of bricks running east-west, with a 45 degree angle 
turn to the northwest at the western end.  The angle appears on plans, supporting the placement of 
this location at the corner of Barker and Steam Mill Streets.  The footing was extant for a length of 
5m, a width of 550mm and a height of 500mm (or six courses).  The bricks were bonded in English 
style, alternating between head to head and side by side with each course in depth.  This 
alternation was employed over the width of the wall as well.  The bricks were machine-made shale 
bricks, averaging 230mm x 100mm x 70mm.  RLs for the top of the exposed footing were between 
1.37m and 1.41m. 



32 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Casey & Lowe                                                                                                  Area 8 Children’s Theatre Trench Report 

Darling Quarter, Darling Harbour 

The packing fill between cut 9007 and footing 9003 is described by number 9039.  Fill 9039 was a 
friable, mid greyish brown, clayey sand.  It had inclusions of moderate amounts of red brown clay 
lumps, occasional small brick fragments, and moderate degraded sandstone of varying size. 
 
 
12.2.2 Other Fills 
Fill 9009 was the only context outside of No 14 associated with Phase 9.  It was located west of the 
east footing of 9025, measuring 2.65m x 1.95m in plan.  Fill 9009 was a dark brown sandy clay, with 
evidence of modern disturbance.  Artefacts were generally consistent with the late nineteenth-
century / early twentieth-century, but disturbance contaminated the finds.  It is possible 9009 was 
associated with the 1920s demolition of the nineteenth-century structures.  It is also possible 
though that the context belongs to later in Phase 9. 
 
 

12.3 Post Redevelopment Contexts 
A series of fills post-dating the construction of 9003 were remnant between the latter and Steam 
Mill Street.  They were capped by a late surfacing of the street and footpath, and assumedly were 
associated with the development of Steam Mill Street.  These fills were all partially excavated in a 
test pit of dimensions 1.5m north-south by 1.2m east-west. 
 
 
12.3.1 Footpath Development 
The lowest fill excavated in the test pit was a brown sand clear of inclusions and artefacts (9036).  It 
spanned the pit from east-west, and was 480mm wide and 100mm deep.  It was likely a bedding 
sand for context 9008.  The latter was a bitumen fill, occupying the same area as 9036 but was 
150mm thick.  It is probable that this was one of several twentieth-century footpath surfaces. 
 
Sealing the footpath was a dark brown to black, sandy clay with brick, bitumen, and sandstone 
inclusions (9023).  The sandstone averaged 250mm x 150mm in size and was concentrated at the 
base of the fill.  Lenses of sandstone, charcoal and clay were throughout.  Fill 9023 covered the 
entire test pit and was 50mm to 300mm in depth.  Above 9023, 9024 was friable, yellowish brown, 
clayey sand with sandstone inclusions and clay lenses throughout.  It also encompassed the full 
extent of the test pit in plan and was 60mm to 120mm in depth.  Above this, 9018 was a compact, 
grey, clayey sand, with moderate sandstone inclusions.  It was throughout the test pit and varied 
between 30mm and 300mm in depth.  Fills 9023, 9024, and 9018 may have been deposited to raise 
the area in preparation for another footpath and/or road surface. 
 
Three contexts (9016, 9017, 9022) were overlaid directly onto 9018.  Context 9022 was 
stratigraphically the lowest of these, being below 9017 which was contemporary with 9016.  Fill 
9022 was limited to a 400mm x 300mm patch in the north of the trench, and was 20mm to 40mm 
deep.  It was a grey to reddish brown sand, with occasional, small brick and sandstone fragments.  
Fill 9022 was very similar to 9016, and was probably the same fill.  Context 9016 measured 600mm 
x 300mm and was 20mm to 40mm in depth.  Context 9016 sandwiched 9017, suggesting they were 
deposited in the same event.  Fill 9017 was a friable, orange-red, clayey sand, with moderate brick 
inclusions.  Occasional sandstone and bitumen was throughout.  The fill was limited to the north 
half of the test pit, measuring 1.0m x 500mm, and was 60mm to 200mm in depth.  These fills, likely 
part of one event, are consistent with bedding sands for a surface.  The presence of bitumen in fill 
9017 suggests another footpath may have been constructed above these fills. 
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Figure 12.3: Test trench between footings (9003) and Steam Mill Street.  View east, scale 1m. 

 
 
The uppermost fill was 9015, which spanned the dimensions of the test pit and was between 
100mm and 130mm thick.  It was a friable, yellowish brown clayey fill, with brick and sandstone 
inclusions.  Clay lenses and bitumen were also identified in the fill.  Fill 9015 was immediately below 
the latest evident surfacing of the street and footpath.  Context 9013 describes the exposed portion 
of Steam Mill Street, adjacent to the south edge of the test pit. It had a concrete base and asphalt 
surface, with a combined thickness of 250mm.  Context 9014 bridged the street and footings 9003, 
abutting both. It was a 100mm thick layer of concrete, probably a footpath surface.  An 
unnumbered asphalt layer in the west of the area likely corresponded to the latest surface of Barker 
Street. 
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 Phase 10: 1980s Demolition and Re-Development 13.0
 

13.1 Overview 
The majority of the truncation of the archaeology in Area 8 CT can be attributed to this phase of 
development.  The majority of the demolition of earlier structures had been removed, and a series 
of modern levelling fills occupied the area from the early house’s foundation level.  The lowest of 
these was the only one numbered. 
 
 

13.2 Construction Fills 
Context 9002 describes the lowest of the levelling fills associated with Phase 10 development in the 
area.  It was mostly removed by machine during the archaeological program.  It was a friable, dark 
grey/brown, clayey sand with moderate amounts of sandstone and brick of varying size throughout.  
Occasional pockets of concrete were also included.  Fill 9002 was generally between 300mm and 
500mm thick.  The fill varied across the area, and may have been a composite of the demolition of 
the Phase 9 structure and later fills. 
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 Summary of Results 14.0
All major archaeological features were fully investigated in Area 8 CT.  Less significant features were 
sample excavated or at least recorded in plan.  Occupational fills and evidence of the buildings’ 
superstructures had been largely removed by subsequent development.  Nonetheless, the 
archaeology corresponded to the major developments referred to by historical sources. 
 
Footings belonging to the pre-1842 development and their pre-1856 extensions were confirmed 
archaeologically.  No 12 Barker Street was the best preserved example, with parts of 10 and 14 also 
remnant.  The only possible occupation-related deposits were the lower fills in the cesspit of No 12.  
Some fills in the area may have related to building construction or demolition from the nineteenth-
century.  The remaining fills likely related to twentieth-century activity.  The south wall of the 1921-
1939 commercial redevelopment was the only other archaeological feature of note in the area. 
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